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AIESEC

FAST FACTS

· AIESEC is a global, non-political, independent, not-for-profit organisation run by students and recent graduates of institutions of higher education.  The organisation was founded in 1948 by a small group of European students from seven countries united by the belief that the promotion of international peace could be built through true international understanding. 

· AIESEC is celebrating its 60th anniversary this year. AIESEC is the world’s biggest youth-run organization. Its foundation in 1948 is commemorated on five continents by a series of conferences. The AIESEC International and the Belgian celebration will be held in Brussels from 27th - 29th June 2008.
· What began in 1948 as an organisation to help develop "friendly relations" between member countries is now a global association with activities in over 100 different countries and territories.

· The organisation focuses on providing a platform for leadership development and offers over 6500 leadership opportunities each year, in addition to over 4400 international internship opportunities annually. AIESEC’s international platform enables young people to discover and develop their potential to provide leadership for a positive impact on society.

· AIESEC provides its members with an integrated development experience comprised of leadership opportunities, international internships and participation in a global learning environment.
· AIESEC is active in 1100 universities in over 100 countries, has over 32,000 members, 800,000 alumni, with 6,500 leadership opportunities available each year. Its members are interested in world issues, leadership and management.

· Some of the world’s most prominent and influential leaders have undertaken an AIESEC internship. These include:

Heads of State
· Helmut Kohl, Chancellor of Germany 1982-98

· Janez Drnovsek, President of Slovenia 2002-07

· Alexander Erwin, President of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 1996 -2000, Minister of Trade and Industry, South Africa 1996-2004. Minister of Public Enterprises, South Africa since 2004

· Martii Ahtisaari, President of Finland 1994-2000

· Borislav Skegro, Minister of Finance, Croatia 1997-2000

· Cavaco Silva, President of Portugal since 2006

· Dr Stanisław Kluza, Minister of Finance, Poland 2006; President of Polish Financial Supervision Authority since 2007           

Civil Servants
· Cesar Gaviria, Secr. Gen. of the Organisation of American States 1994-2004

· Enrique Iglesias, Minister of Foreign Relations, Uruguay 1985-88, President of the Inter-American Development Bank 1988-2005

· Adolfo Thaylardhat, Executive General Director of National Council of Investment Promotion [CONAPRI]

· Jean-Pierre Paelinck, CEO of five major banks in Belgium and General Secretary of the European Federation of Stock Exchanges

Business Leaders

· John Neill, Group Chief Executive, Unipart

· Andrija Kojakovic, CEO, Industry of Nafta-INA

· Michael Smith, CEO, Land's End

· R Behrens, MD, Hunt Lascaris TBWA

· NA Binefell, Director, Wits Business School

· N Magamola, Senior Partner, Reebok South Africa

· Willie Ramashaba, Business leader and publisher of Black Business Portfolio

· Martin Bean, Worldwide Education Industry Managing Director, Microsoft
Relevant websites:

· AIESEC International main website and portal to other AIESEC sites - www.aiesec.org 
